The purpose of this research is to shed light on an area of librarianship which is not often talked about in Sri Lankan context i.e. safeguarding and documentation of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). The objective of this research is to emphasize on the need of a contribution of library profession in the process of safeguarding and documentation of ICH and to identify the strategic role of the Library and Information Science (LIS) Professionals in this regard. Based on descriptive analysis of literatures and current responsibilities of LIS professionals in Sri Lanka, this study outlines the need of national awareness on this topic through the identified new roles of LIS professionals. This study further emphasizes on the contribution of the national scheme for safeguarding and documentation of ICH in Sri Lanka based on international recommendations with the continuous support of our Library Professionals and National Library of Sri Lanka.
Introduction
Preservation of cultural heritage has traditionally been dominated by the preservation of tangible forms of culture that represent communities' histories. In the last few years we have seen greater visibility and increased reforms of different initiatives in the field of preservation of cultural heritage carried out at local, national and international level.
Impacts of these reforms on developing countries particularly on Sri Lanka have led paying an attention on the necessity of thinking according to the current trend.
Origin and Development of Preservation of Cultural Heritage
The cultural and natural heritage is among the priceless and irreplaceable assets, not only of each nation, but of humanity as a whole. UNESCO initiated the process of addressing on this issue in 1972 to ensure, as far as possible, the proper identification, protection, conservation and presentation of the world's heritage. Progressively, major efforts have been made in this respect, which justify and support the fieldwork and the creation of specialized systems of knowledge management. The following could be mentioned as milestones of such efforts taken at international level: Libraries can play a role in physically preserving some tangible items of different cultures in the world. Also they have an obligation to preserve the ICH. These might be objects, practices, representations, expressions, knowledge or skills. Whatever shape they take, these things form part of an ICH, which requires much needed attention of LIS professionals from Sri Lanka in order to safeguard them over the generations.
Defining Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
The UNSCO 
Methodology
Basically exploratory research which is conducted to provide a better understanding of a situation is used in this study. Using exploratory research method, it is hoped to produce hypotheses about what is going on in a particular situation. This study outlines the current practices of safeguarding and documentation of ICH at national and international level using the secondary data. Further descriptive research method also used to explain the identified responsibilities of LIS professionals in relation to Safeguarding and documentation of ICH in Sri Lanka and the need of national awareness in this regard.
Findings

Strategic role of Library Professionals
This study reveals that Library and Information Science Professionals in Sri Lanka has to play a vital role in safeguarding and documentation of ICH in Sri Lanka. Since these librarians serve divergent needs of users in their respective libraries, it is important that these professionals should be conversant with how to preserve and access relevant information, which are related to intangible cultural heritage of this nation. So they have to develop their skills to act in various roles accordingly. The following were identified as important roles of Library and Information Science Professionals in Sri Lanka.
LIS professionals may be at first information providers and reporters during the recording of social practices, rituals and festive events of our nation. They act as historians to identify and recognize the communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals as part of our ICH. They have to improve their skills to act as anthropologists to discover the oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the ICH.
They have a responsibility of giving commentaries on traditional craftsmanship of their respective community. In this situation they are commentators. Also they proceed as philosophers to understand and explain the knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe related to their readers or nation. They have to perform as artist to recognize and record an event related to performing arts of their respective community or nation. They have to improve themselves as policy makers to design research and practice, tries to identify and analize case studies, embark on new design approaches, methodologies and tools for the intangible cultural heritage valorization.
Suggestions
It is absolutely imperative that continuing professional development of librarians should be given priority in the process of safeguarding of the ICH of our nation. This study further emphasizes on the contribution of the national scheme for safeguarding and documentation of ICH in Sri Lanka based on international recommendations with the continuous support of our library professionals and National Library of Sri Lanka.
